
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Welcome Class of 2016! 
 
Christine Anderson  Susan Lazarchick 
Josie Bellina   Lorraine Lennox 
Valerie Bragg  Louis Nunan 
Dolores Ciarrochi  Nancy Perfect 
Marian D’Amico  Bob Pickus 
Heidi Davis   Carol Piechoski 
Elizabeth Egan  Leonien Rotteveel 
Richard Eluk   Jacqueline Scott 
Diane Kummings  Jayne Sullivan 
    Dominick Zema 
 

Congratulations! 
 
You've finished that grueling 20 week curriculum.  
Now you're wondering how to complete the 85 
volunteer hours needed to become a Certified 
Master Gardener.  Don't worry!  You will find plenty 
of opportunities. 
 
Helpline 
      
The helpline serves as a large bulk of your Master 
Gardener Intern commitment.  You are expected to 
complete 40 hours by June 2017.  The helpline is 
open February –March from 9-12 and April –
October form 9-3.  Some MGs find that they really 

enjoy the helpline.  It's a chance to learn a great 
deal, and it's air conditioned! 
 
Projects 
     
If you hate to be inside during the summer, we offer 
many ways to get those hours.  Try out a few of our 
projects.  Most work in the morning, and all 
welcome new volunteers.   
 
You will meet new people and make a valuable 
contribution to our organization. 
 
Conflicts 
      
If you have physical limitations, transportation 
issues, or a job; there are still ways you can earn 
your hours without coming to Mays Landing 
(beyond the required 40 helpline hours) or digging 
in the dirt.  Our committees include special events, 
propagation, publicity, and a speakers bureau.  
Talk to a chairperson if you're interested. 
 
Don't be afraid to ask questions.  Many MGs have 
a great deal of expertise, but no one person knows 
everything.  People communicate their knowledge 
in different ways, so don't hesitate to ask more than 
one person for an opinion or suggestion. 
 
Welcome to the family! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Project Updates     2 

Helpline Info      3  

Helpful Online Resources    3 

Milkweed       4 

Chickweed      4 

Joe Pye Weed     5 

Meet the Office Staff    6 

Morris Arboretum Trip    6 

Jersey Fresh/4-H Fair    6 

Jersey Fresh Love     7 

Upcoming Meeting Dates    8 
 

 Garden Tales 
 A Newsletter from  

Rutgers Master Gardeners of Atlantic County 

 2016  

  
  
In
si
d
e 
T
h
is
 I
ss
u
e
 



  
 

Project Updates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Galloway Library Butterfly Garden - The new 
arbor is up (pictured above).  Special thanks to 
RMG’s and Atlantic County’s Division of Parks and 
Recreation personnel who helped make this 
happen. More pictures from this project can be 
found on page 7. 

Atlantic City Aquarium - John Collette, Bill 
Johnson along with all the volunteers, have been 
hard at work all through the spring to awaken and 
brighten the Aquarium Gardens. A new feature that 
has really added a pop of color and cheerfulness is 
the addition of very large planters, in 3 sizes 
painted red yellow and orange. These coordinate 
with the colorful fish sculpture at the entrance. 
Everyone has been weeding, cleaning and 
especially planting, the many long boxes and 
circular planters. Many new perennials and Bulbs 
have been added. Pretty annuals in all shades and 
shapes have been planted to fill in the containers. 
The tall palm trees around the new Arbor, add an 
island Vibe as well as all the tropical plants that 
were wintered over in the greenhouse building. 
We hope to have all the gardens looking 
spectacular by our 2016 graduation on June 10th. 
Come out and join us whenever possible any 
morning during the week. There is a cool bay 
breeze, attractive boats sailing in the Basin, and fun 
friendly volunteer fellow gardeners to work 
alongside. Thank you to John and Bill for the 
outstanding job they have been doing. Let's make 
sure we win the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
top prize for public gardens again this year! 

Demo Garden - Existing salt hay has been 
removed and replaced with new. Bob V. and Glenn 
planted lettuce and peas. Patti Cassidy donated 
bok choy. All are doing great.  
Jason Pilla will donate wood chips again. Email will 
be sent for help to spread out. Extra wheelbarrows 
will be needed. Seeking plants for wooded area:  
Japanese painted fern, sweet woodruff, wild ginger, 
native grape holly, mohania, sweetspice.  
 

Extension Office Landscaping – The gutter has 
been cut for the rain barrel installation.  This will 
make for much easier watering throughout the 
season. 
 
Brandall Estates – Seeds have been started 
indoors.  Our next visit will involve transplanting 
seedlings outdoors. 
 
Estell Manor Partnership - Quick germinating 
flower seeds have been started.  Pine cones were 
loaded with peanut butter and hung in trees around 
the park.   Sunflower seeds were planted around 
the Nature Building. Dish gardens were made to 
take home from any remaining plants the students 
had worked on.  
 
The final meeting was held on May 24th with a 
celebration. This project will resume in September. 
 
Mays Landing Library Courtyard Garden - Plants 
are in the garden boat and we are now working on 
Farragut Ave. side.  The project is in need of 
evergreens and mulch. 
 
On July 19th, RMG George Bassett will give a 
presentation on Landscaping with Native Plants. 
Future talks to include composting and rain barrels. 
 
Hammonton Community Garden – The garden 
bed was mulched in the fall and is now ready for 
the plantings of Rutgers tomatoes left over from the 
Earth Day festivities.  Donations of fruit, vegetable, 
and flowering plants are welcome. 
 
Seashore Gardens Program – Recycled two liter 
soda bottles were used at the meeting on May 24th 
to make terrariums.   
 
Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge – A special 
planting was held on Saturday, May 14th.  Weed 
control is one of the main objectives moving 
forward. RMG volunteers are on site Thursday 
mornings from 10 am -12 noon. 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Photo by Roz Herlands 



RMG Helpline 
 
Hot Topics:  
Cedar Apple Rust 
Rusts require more than 1 
host plant to grow and 
reproduce.  Eastern red cedar 
and species of apple and 
crabapple are affected.  
Severe and chronic infections 
can result in foliage loss in 
apple and crabapple and dieback in Juniper.   
For more info:  
http://njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/publication.asp?pid=F
S1133 
 

Leyland Cypress 
We have had quite a few calls from 
homeowners stating their Leyland Cypress has 
patches of brown spots throughout them.  This 
could be anything from winter damage, 
cankers, or insects. Here is a link to a great 
extension factsheet that can help explain what 
might be going on: 
https://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/pp/notes/Ornament
al/odin17/od17.htm 
 
Eastern Tent Caterpillars 

This pest is back with a 
vengeance.  You can see the 
silken webs in the crotch of 
tree limbs on just about any 
street in the county. ETC will 
defoliate a tree but most will 
survive an infestation.   
 
Prune out egg masses (see 
upper photo) during the fall, 
winter or early spring, and 
destroy them. Mechanically 
destroy the webs and 
caterpillars in the evening 
(when they are back in the 
tent) during April. Insecticides 

can be used in early spring when larvae are 
small but are not effective on mature larvae.  
For more information: 
http://ento.psu.edu/extension/factsheets/eastern-
tent-caterpillar 

 
 

 
2016 Helpline Roundtable Meetings 

 
June 24 
July 29 

August 26 
September 30 

October 28 
No meeting in November or December 

 
 
 

Helpline Notes66.. 
 

RMG Helpline and Roundtable – 2016 graduates 
will start to volunteer on the helpline and are 
looking for certified RMG’s to mentor.  
 
Topics on the RMG helpline included lawns, trees, 
pests, seasonal plants, composting, mosquito 
control, pollinators and ground covers.    
 
The Helpline Roundtable meeting brought topics 
that included insects – good and bad, evergreen 
hedges, weeds, rose bushes, and herb plants 

 
 

Helpful online resources: 
 

Weeds, Insect and Disease 
 

Rutgers Weed ID Gallery: 
https://njaes.rutgers.edu/weeds/ 
 
Ohio State Weed Guide 
https://www.oardc.ohio-
state.edu/weedguide/photokey.asp 
 
Insects in the Vegetable Garden 
http://extension.umd.edu/growit/insect-pests-
vegetables 
 
Disease in the Vegetable Garden 
http://njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/publication.asp?pid=F
S1124 
 

Native Plants 
 
Incorporating Native Plants in the Landscape 
http://njaes.rutgers.edu:8080/pubs/fs1140/ 

  



Milkweed 
 
There are several species of milkweeds that vary in 
color and shape.  All are erect with some reaching 
two feet in height.  The name comes from the 
characteristic of oozing milky juice when the plant is 
broken.  The flowers of most species are showy, 
arranged in umbrella clusters of flowers with five 
petals.  After flowering they produce long pods that 
split open allowing the seeds to float away on tufts 
of silky hair.  The leaves are alternate and opposite 
whorled around the stem. 
 
There are numerous species of milkweeds with 
several that are native to our area.  Common 
milkweed, Asclepias syriaca, is one such native 
and can be seen growing along un-mowed 
roadsides or abandoned areas. Its flowers are 
lavender-pink and come into bloom in early 
summer. If you have a large area that you would 
like to devote to butterflies then it might be the plant 
for you but when planted in a small garden it can 
soon become a problem.  It is an important species 
for early generations of monarchs seeking host 
plants to lay their eggs in the spring.   
 
For wet areas, the native swamp milkweed, 
Asclepias incarnate, would be a good selection  
This plant has narrower leaves, grows to three to 
four feet, has small fragrant pink to mauve flowers 
blooming in summer.  The flowers are attractive to 
many butterflies as a nectar source but its leaves re 
an important food source for the larval stage of 
monarchs. 
 
Butterfly milkweed, Asclepias tuberosa, has 
clusters of bright orange red flowers rather than the 
usual pink flowers.  This native is more successfully 
grown in dry rocky open areas.  Unlike other types 
of milkweeds it does not have the milky sap in the 
stems. 
 
Native purple milkweed, Asclepias purpurascens, 
has flowers similar to common milkweed but with 
deeper purple blooms.  This plant grows only to 
three feet, is not aggressively invasive but has a 
sparse leaf arrangement providing less food for the 
larval stage of the monarch butterfly.   
 
There are also several unique species that are not 
native to our area but might be interesting to grow 
for added appeal.  Asclepias asperula has beautiful 
green flowers with purple accents, Asclepias 
cordifolia has heart shaped leaves with deep purple 

flowers.  But most interesting is Asclepias 
physocarpa, also known as balloon plant.  It is a 
native of southeast Africa and is grown for its 
spherical ballon-like spiny lime green seed pods 
that are used in arrangements. 
 

Green Thumbs Article – June 2014 
 

 
. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chickweed 
 

Chickweed, oh chickweed, 
My prolific foe... 

Oh, bane of my garden, 
How quickly you grow! 

Stellaria media, 
What I want to know... 
Is how do you flourish 

Underneath all that snow? 
 

~Anonymous 
 

Chickweed is a winter annual weed.  Winter 
annuals germinate in the fall and grow 
throughout the winter.  They will begin to die in 
the heat but not before dispersing seed. The 
seeds will lie dormant until the fall. 
 

A pre-emergent herbicide applied in 
September can reduce chickweed populations.  
A post-emergent herbicide will kill small 
actively growing seedlings.  Larger plants are 
easily pulled by mechanical cultivation or by 
hand. Use care with herbicides and read all 
labels before use. 
 
For more information on weeds visit: 
http://njaes.rutgers.edu/pubs/fs385/ 

  



 

WHO/WHAT IS JOE PYE WEED and why should I want to know??..... 
 

 When I first heard Joe Pye Weed mentioned, I thought I was hearing some mumbo jumbo 
garden language I had never heard before.   Eventually, after hearing the words “Joe Pye Weed” 
mentioned many more times, I realized it WAS a plant and a vital one at that.   Several years ago, the 
Master Gardeners offered it for sale at their annual plant sale.  So, I bought one and planted it.  I 
wanted to discover for myself, what was so great about this plant. 
 
 The name Joe Pye refers to a Native American healer/herbalist living in the 1800’s.  He was 
said to have cured typhus with this plant.  Its scientific name, Eupatorium fistulosum, comes from the 
ancient king, Mithridates VI Eupator (Eupatorium).  Therefore this is the weed for kings!  This plant is 
also a member of the daisy family.  It was used as a love potion and/or a good luck charm.  The 
hollow stems, applied to potions, were used as straws.  Some Native American tribes today still think 
it is a natural healer and an aphrodisiac. 
 
 Since it’s planting, I discovered many things about this perennial.  Joe Pye Weed, e 
purpureum, is an amazing plant that is an herb, a wildflower, a butterfly plant and an ornamental.  As 
a wildflower/herb it is also known as “Trumpet weed”, “Queen of the Meadow”, gravel root, kidney 
root, mist-flower, snakeroot and purple boneset.  There are numerous varieties from which to choose, 
such as a dwarf variety and to others that grow 10 feet tall.  Some are more fragrant with a vanilla-like 
fragrance.   It is a North American native, perennial herb.   
 

 This plant is great for beginning gardeners since it grows 
without much attention.  No pruning or special soil is needed.  
However I do pinch mine back so it doesn’t become too tall 
where I’ve placed it.  As for watering, do not bother providing 
any special watering each day, just during major droughts.  I 
have noticed it will droop to let you know when it craves water.  I 
have also learned it really likes its “feet” to be kept moist.  If 
planted in the shade it won’t grow as tall, but in the sun, mine 
grows to at least 6-7 feet tall or taller.  When in bloom, it attracts 
so many insects it is a virtual entertainment center for observing 
all kinds of bees, butterflies and flying insects (some of which I 
have no clue what they were or are).  The bees become so 
involved in this plant sucking nectar, they don’t even care how 
close you come and will bump into you or land on you!  My 
grandkids could not believe the variety insects they observed.  
They were fascinated, and they were teenagers!  Joe Pye 
blooms with clusters of lavender-pink flowers from July through 
October or till frost.  Mine has been blooming very well, and I 
clip off the dead blooms to prevent sooooo many seedlings.  I 
have already acquired several new plants  from the original.  

They are still blooming and attracting the butterflies, bees, etc, etc.  
 
 If you purchase a Joe Pye make sure you check for the height of the variety so you won’t be 
surprised.  If you are placing them in a bed, place in the back and give them room.  Not only do they 
grow tall but they also grow wide.  It combines well with butterfly bush (Buddleia) Liatris, bee balm 
(Monarda), yarrow, and anise hyssop.  Mine is next to a large spirea, brown-eyed susans, daisies, 
and lilies. So plant this beneficial plant in your garden and enjoy all its benefits. 
 
 Happy gardeningO.Picture and Article by Grace Wagner, Master Gardener ‘06 



 

Meet the Office Staff 
 

Lori Jurasik is the friendly, 
soft-spoken lady who sits 
behind the office door.  
Although her job title 
describes her as the 
Administrative Assistant 
to the Office of Family 
Health and Consumer 
Sciences, she also helps 

out with the 4H program 
and serves as the office’s 

general receptionist.   
 

Lori moved here from North Jersey 20 years 
ago, having done accounts payable and 
administrative assistant work in a number of 
settings.  She has worked for Atlantic County 
for 7 years.  When not working, Lori likes to 
bike, swim, walk, crochet and do other crafts.  
She lives in Dorothy with her husband (who 
does all the gardening), and her 3 children, and 
her dachshund, Hoagie. 

 
 

Master Gardener Association  
Field Trip to Morris Arboretum 

 
The dreary weather 
couldn't dim the 
resplendent scenery 
at the Morris 
Arboretum on May 11.  
The bus load of 
Master Gardeners 
explored the gardens 
and trails before 
docents lead the tour 
of the green 
administration 
buildings and former 
farm gardens and 
barn. 
      

Everyone agreed that 
it was a special spot.  

 
Thanks to George and Rich for arranging this 
worthwhile trip.

 
 
 

 

Jersey Fresh at the 4-H Fair 
 

August 11, 12, and 13 

ATLANTIC COUNTY 4-H FAIR 

 David C. Wood 4-H Fairgrounds  

 Route 50, S. Egg Harbor  

 

 

The 4-H Fair gives 4-H members the chance to exhibit the knowledge and skills they 
learned in their 4-H projects and share it with the public. 4-H Members, volunteer Fair 
chairs, 4-H Club Leaders and parents work together, making this the largest event in 

Atlantic County 4-H. 
 

Rutgers Master Gardeners participate in the fair by volunteering to man the Jersey 
Fresh stand and provide educational materials to the public.  Farmers throughout 

Atlantic County donate their produce to this stand yearly.  
Keep an eye out for upcoming emails on volunteer shifts!!!!!  



On Site with Rutgers Master Gardeners  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Department is again looking for people to share their love of Jersey Fresh 
through photos – posting images of all things Jersey Fresh, whether it be their 
favorite fruits, vegetables or dishes; a local farmer, farmers market or roadside 
stand; a favorite restaurant that serves Jersey Fresh dishes; or a visit to a New 
Jersey winery, pick-your-own farm or agri-tourism activity. Participants can enter 
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, using the hashtag #JerseyFreshLove or 
upload images on the new #JerseyFreshLove Contest tab on the Jersey Fresh 
Facebook page. Also, new this year, people are encouraged to vote for their 
favorite photos. 

 
Each week, one (1) winner will be chosen at random to receive a Jersey Fresh apron, reusable 
shopping bag and car magnet. At the end of the contest, the one (1) photo submission with the 
most votes will be awarded the grand prize – a choice of a Jersey Fresh Experience worth up to 
$500. The contest runs May 18 through September 14, with voting through September 21. 
 
Continue to monitor the Department’s social media channels at 
Facebook  www.facebook.com/JerseyFreshOfficial, Twitter @JerseyFreshNJDA, Pinterest at 
www.pinterest.com/JerseyFreshNJDA/, Instagram @jerseyfreshNJDA and  
Tumblr http://jerseyfreshofficial.tumblr.com/. 
 

Rutgers Master Gardener volunteers hard at work during the annual 

clean-up of the Butterfly Garden located at the Galloway Library. 

 

Pictures courtesy of Kathy Verdi 
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2016 RMG Program Outreach Committees 

 

Helpline 

Chairperson:  Camille Ochman 

 

AC Aquarium 

Chairperson:  John Collette 

 

Brandall Estates 

Chairperson: Elsa Sanchez 

 

Demo Garden 

Chairperson:  Ann Cinquina 

 

Estell Manor Greenhouse Partnership 

Chairpersons:  Pat Kennedy, Jackie Weiss 

 

Extension Office Landscaping 

Chairperson:  Doug Groff 

 

Forsythe Nat’l Wildlife Refuge Gardens 

Chairpersons:  Bev Albertson and Evonne Kaminski 

 

Galloway Library Butterfly Garden 

Chairperson:  Roz Herlands, Gerel Pereborow 

 

Hammonton Green Committee 

Chairperson: Dudley Prince 

 

Mays Landing Library 

Chairperson:  Harry Young 

 

Seashore Assisted Living 

Chairperson:  Patty Dorr-Lewin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 RMGA Association Committees 
 

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 

President:  Barb D’Augustine 

Vice President:  Harry Young 

Secretary: Pat Kennedy 

Treasurer:  Laurie Stoner 

Hospitality & Sincerity 

Chairperson:  Johanne Milnes 

 

In House Speakers and Trips 

Chairpersons: George Bassett, Rick Goldberg, Janet 

Osborne 

 

Community Outreach Toolkits 

Chairperson: Belinda Chester 

 

Social Media/Facebook 

Chairperson: Patti Dorr-Lewin 

 

State MGA 

Chairperson:  Mary-Lou Monihan 
 
 
 
 


